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CHAPTER XXVI.
TBI vattucs or WASHTSOTOS.

twenty minutes after 12 Sena-

tor Langdon and SecretaryAT Haines were still undisturbed
by any more on the part of

rftbody and Stevens, who maintained
a iflence tbat to Haines was distinctly
ominous. His experience at the capi-t- ol

bad taught him tbat when the sen-

ate machine was quiet it was time for
aome one to get ont from under.

Via Williams, the naval committ-

ee's stenographer, entered.
"Senator Langdon," she said, "Sena-

tor reabody and Senator Stevens are
In committee
room 6, and they
told me to tell
you that they'd
be I can't say
It. Please, sir.

ifr1 1-"-

laughing.

"D d,"
Langdon,

Inter-
polated

"Yes, sir. that's
It - They'll be-t- hat

If they
come In here at
12 JO. Too mast
come to them,
they say."

ffl "Tell the gen- -
" tlemen I'm sitting

'ToUUyou that they'd bm w,tn my tot
on the back of

my bead smoking a good see-g- ar with
alls driven through both shoes into

the floor and looking at the clock."
At 12:25 Senator Sierens entered.
"1 came to warn you, Langdon," he

aid, "tbat Senator Feabody's patience
li nearly exhausted. You must come
to see blm at once if you expect the
south to get a naval base at Altacoola
or anywhere else. If you do not agree
to take bis advice this naval bill and
any other that you are interested in
now or In future will be trampled un-

derfoot In the senate. Mississippi will
have no nse for a senator who cannot
produce results in Washington, and
tbat will prove the bitterest lesson you
nave ever learned."

"I'm waiting for reabody here. Ste-
reos."
, "Ob, ridiculous! Of course he's not
romlng. Wby. Langdon, he's the king
of the senate. He has the biggest men
of the country at his call. He's"

"He's got one minute left," observed
Langdon, looking at the clock, "but
be'U come. I trust reabody more than
the best clock made at a time like this
when"

The figure of the senior senator from
rennsyirania appeared in the door-
way.

"Good day, Senator Langdon," he
nmarked icily.

"Same to you. Have a see-ga-r, sena-
tor," said Langdon. He turned and
winked significantly at Haines.

The three senators seated themselves.
"I suppose you wouldn't consider

yourself so important, Langdon, if you
knew that we now find we can get an-
other member of the naval affairs com-
mittee over to our side for Altacoola."
began Feabody. "That gives us a ma-
turity of the committee without your
vote."

"That wouldn't prevent me from
making a minority report for Gulf
City and explaining wby I made that
report, would It?" the Mlssissipplon
asked blandly.

I'eabody and Stevens both knew tbat
it wouldn't. Stevena exchanged glances
wltb "the boss of the senate" and in
low voice began making to Langdon a
proposition to which Feabody's assent
bad been gained.

"Langdon, we would like to be
alone," and be nodded toward Haines.

"Sorry can't oblige, senator," Lang-
don replied. "Bud and I together make
op the senator from Mississippi."

"All right What I want to say is
this: The president Is appointing a
commission to Investigate the condi-
tion of the unemployed. The members
are to go to Europe, five or six coun-
tries, nd look Into conditions there,
leisurely, of course, so as to formulate

plee of legislation that will solve the
Mating problems in this country. A
most generous expense account will be
allowed by the government A mem-l-r

can take his family. A son, for in-
stance, could act as financial secre--
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uuurr nucrmi
IQiry heard of that commission said

J "Well. Senator Peabody has thenaming of two senators who will go on
that commission, and I suggested that

I your character and ability would make

"Good glory," exclaimed Langdon,
"you mean that my character and abll-lt- y

would make me something or oth-
er If I kept my mouth shut in the sec- -

ate tms arternoon! Stevens. I've been
surprised so many times since I came
to the capital that It doesn't affect
me any more. I'm Just amused atyour offer or Senator Feabody's.

."I want to tell you two senators
that there's only one thing that I want
in Washington and you haven't of-
fered It to me yet When you do I'll
do business with you."

"What's that! Speak out, manr said
Feabody quickly.

"A square deal for the people of the
Tnited States."

"Good Lordr exclaimed "the boss
oi vac senate.- - -- la mis tvasningxou
or is it heaven V

"It is not heaven, senator," put Id
Haines.

"Man alive," cried Peabody, ul'r
been In Washington so long that"

"So long you've forgotten that the
American people really exist" retorted
Langdon, "and there are more Ilka you
In the senate, all because the voters
aave no chance to choose their own
lenators. The public In most states
has to take the kind of a senator that
th legislature, made up mostly of
politicians, feels like making tbem
take. Tou, Peabody, wouldn't be in
tbe senate today if the voters had any-
thing to say about it."

The Pennsylvanian shrugged his
shoulders.

"And now I'll tell you honorable sen-

ators," went on Langdon, thoroughly
aroused, "something to surprise you. I
have discovered that you were not
working for yourselves alone in tbe
Altacoola deal, but that you intend to
turn your land over to the Standard
Steel company at a big profit as spon
as this naval base bill is passed. Then
that company will squeeze the govern-

ment for tbe best part of the hundred
millions that are to be spent."

The senator sank back in his chair
and gazed at his two opponents,

Those two statesmen Jumped to their
feet

'Come, Stevens, let him do what be
will. We cannot stay here to be in-

sulted by tbe ravings of a madman,"
cried the Pennsylvanian. But he
brought his associate to a standstill
midway to the door. "By the way.
Langdon. what is it you are going to
do In the senate this afternoon?" be
asked. "Tou said you were going to
make us honest against our will. Tou
know you can't do anything."

Bud Haines turned his face toward
tbe speaker and grinned broadi. to
tbe senator's Intense discomfort

'I'll do more than that" announced
Langdon, rising and pounding a fist
Into his open hand. "I'll make you

and Stevens more popular than you

ever were in your lives before."
"Bab!" shouted Feabody.
"I'll do even more yet I'm going to

make you generous patriots. And, I
regret to say, I'll give you the chance
to make the hits of your careers."

The polished hypocrites looked at
him. too astonished to move.

"How? Whatr they gasped.

Swept on by his own enthusiasm
and tbe force of his own courageous
honesty, the voice of the southerner
rose to oratorical height.

"This afternoon," n exclaimed,

"when the naval base committee

makes its report I will rise in my

place and declare that for once in the
history of the senate men have been

found who place the interests of the
government they serve above any

chance of pecuniary reward. These
of the navalmen are the members

base committee.
"Wltb this idea In view, realizing

that dishonest men would try to make

money out of tbe government, these
members of the naval base committee,

after they settled on Altacoola, went

out quietly and secured control of all

the land that will be needed for the
naval base, and these weu secured

this at a very nominal figure. Now

they are ready to turn over their land
to the government at exactly what
they paid for it without a cent of

profit
"Then tbev're going to sit up over

there In that senate. They're going

to realize that a new kind of politics

baa irriveA la Wej&lr.etof- t- k''
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that V aud lots or outers alwaysthought there was her.v
"And, gentletnen"-l- ie advanced on

his colleagues triuuiphtntly-"wn- en I,
Senator Langdon of Mississippi, your
creation In politics, have finished that
speech 1 dare one of you to get up and
deny a word

"Tbe boss of the senate" and his sat-
ellite were dumfonnded. Firmly be-
lieving that Langdon could find no way
to pass the bill for Altacoola and yet
spoil their crooked scheme, they were
totaUy unprepared for any such de- -

"I dare one of you ta net up and deny a
word!"

uouement To think that a simple, old
fashioned planter from the cotton
fields of Mississippi could originate
such a plno to outwit tbe two ablest
political tricksters in the senate!

Langdon eyed bis colleagues tri-

umphantly.
Peabody, however, was thinking

qpiek'y. lie was never beaten until
the last vote was counted ou a roll
call. He knew that, no matter bow ap
parently Insurmountable an opposition
was, a way to overcome It might often
be found by tbe man who exercises
strong self control and a trained brain.
this corrupt victor in scores of bitter
political engagements on tbe battlefield
of Washington was now In his most
dangerous mood. He would marshal
all his forces. The mau to defeat him
now must defeat the entire senate ma
chine aud tbe allies It could gain In an
emergency; he must overcome the
power of Standard Steel; he must fight
tbe resourceful brain of tbe masterful
Feabody himself.

Peabody whispered to Stevens, "We
must pretend to be beaten."

Then the Pennsylvanian advanced,
smiling, to Langdon and held out bis
hand.

"Senator Langdon," he said, "I'm
beaten. You've beaten tbe leader of
the senate, something difficult to be

"Senator Lunylon, I'm beaten."
lleve. What's more, you've given me
the chance of a lifetime to become
known as a public benefactor. As soon
as you've finished your speech in the
senate I will get up and make another
one to second yours. Here's my band.
Anything you may ever want out of
Peabody in tbe future shall be youra
for tbe asking."

Langdon refused to grasp the prof-
fered hand.

Senator Stevens made a show of pro-

testing against his superior's seeming
surrender.

"But" be objected, "look here"
Feabody turned upon blm instantly.
"Oh. shut up, Stevens; don't be a

fool. Come on in. The water's fine."
Tbe pair of schemers, with Norton

at fhelr kfcb lirrbl awav.
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The Pennsylvania!! drew Stevena
Into committee room 0 and, ordering
the stenographer to leave, drew up
chairs w here both could sit. fnelntr Hia
door.

"We've thrown dust In that old zan
der's eyes," whispered Peabody. "ifa
now tea after 1. ne Is to be recog-nla- d

to riako Ms speech at 3:31 That
gives us two hours and twenty min
ute- s-

Yes, but for Whatr asked Stevena
excitedly. "Fve been trying myself to
think of something. What will vou do

what can you do?"
'The boss of the senate" smiled rtnt--

ronlzlngly on the senior senator from
Mississippi, as though amused and
scornful of his
limitations as a
strategist as a
tenacious fighter.
Then bis Jiiw set
hard, and bis
brows contracted.

"I Will not do
euythlug. I can-1-- -.

not do anvthlnir" t o- -

he hesitated a
full ten seconds
"but Jake Stetn-e- rt

can."
Stevens' bands Peabody eagerly

twitched nervous- - clutched ihe re-
ceiver.

"And." continued Pea bod v. "I'm t.
pectlng a phone call from him any mo
ment, i tola mm tbla morning tbat
be might be able to make 11.000 be
fore night If

The telephone belt at tbe desk in
terrupted him.

Feabody leaned over and eaarerlv
clutched the receiver.

The senior senator from Mlsslsslnnl
Jerked, himself to his feet He stood
at a window and looked out over the
rooi tops or tne city.

CHAPTER XXVII.
MBS. BPANQLEB GIVES A LUNCHEON.

Senators Peabody aud

WHEN bad gone Langdon
Bud went over tbe
together and concluded

tbat their opponents had no means of
defeatlug Langdon's program that.
after all, Peabody might really have
meant his words of surrender.

"But they might try foul play. Bet
ter stay right bere In tbe cnpltol tbe
rest of the day," suggested Bud.

Langdon scoffed at the idea.
Haines bustled away to get a few

mouthfuls of lunch to fortify himself
for a busy afternoon one that was go-

ing to be far busier than be Imagined.
Tbe telephone bell rang at tbe sena

tor's desk. It was Mrs. Spangler's
voice tbat spoke.

"Senator Langdon," she said, "Caro
lina and Hope Georgia are here at my
borne for luncheon, and we all want
you to Join us."

'Sorry I cannot accept," answered
the Mls8lss!pplan, "but I am to make
an Important speech this afternoon"

'Oh, yes, I know. The girls and I

are coming to hear It But you have
two hours' time, and If you come we
ran all go over to tbe senate together.
Now, senator, humor us a little. Don't
disappoint tbe girls and me. We can
all drive over to tbe capltol in my car
riage."

The planter hesitated, then replied,
"All right; I'll be over, but It mustn't
be a very long luncheon."

"Gone to eat; back by 3 o'clock," ha
scratched quickly on a pad on tbe sec-
retary's desk and departed.

Mrs. Spangler's luncheons were
equally as popular In Washington as
Senator Langdon's dinners. Tbe Mis-
satslpplan and bis daughters enjoyed
the delicacies spread lavUbly before
theui.

Time passed quickly. Tbe old plant-
er enjoyed seeing bis daughters have
so happy a time, and he was not insen-
sible to the charm of but hostess' con-
versation, for .Mrs. Spaugler bad
studied carefully tbe art of ingratiat-
ing herself wltb her guests.

Suddenly realizing that he bad proba-
bly reached the limit of tbe time be
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could spare, tbe senator drew out bis
watch.

"What a stuunlug fob you wear,"
quickly spoke Mrs. Spaugler, reaching
out her baud and taking tbe watch
from her guest's bauds as the case
snapped open.

"Oh, that's Carolina's doluga," laugh-
ed Langdou. "She said the old gold
chain that my grandfather left me
was- "-

"Why, how lovely," murmured Mrs,
Spaugler, glancing at the watch.
"We have plenty of time yet Won't

have to hurry.
Your time la tbe
same as mine,"
she added, nod-
ding her bead to-

ward a French
rennalssance
clock ou tbe black
marble mantel.

Aa the hostess
did this she deft-
ly turned back
the hands of tbe
senator's watch
thirty-fiv- e m I n- -

Dcftly turned ImcK Utes.
ihe hand of the --Do you care
fcnufor'n ualch. to smoke, sena-

tor," Mrs. Spaugler asked as her
guests concluded their repast, "If the
young ladies do uot object?"

Inclined his head gratefully
aud laughed.

"They wouldu't be southern girls, I
reckon, If they didn't want to sea a
umn have everything to make blm
happy-- er, I beg pardou, Mrs. Spangler,
I mean, comfortable. Nobody that's
your guest could be unhappy."

The hostess beamed on the chival-
rous southerner.

Langdou drew forth a thick black
perfecto and settled back luxuriously
In his chair,-- after another oiauca at
Mrs. Spangler's clock. He was ab
sorbed In a mental resume of bis forth
coming speech aud did not bear the
next words of tbe woman, addressed
pointedly to his daughters.

Io you know, really, why this lunch
eon was given today?" she queried.
Then she continued before Carolina
and Hope Georgia could formulate re-
ply.

"Because your father and I wanted
to take this opportunity to announce to
you our engagement"

The speaker smiled her sweetest
smile.

Tbe two girls gazed at each other In
jucoutrollable amazement then at Mrs.
Spangler, tbon at their father, who bad
turned partly away from the table and
was gazing abstractedly at the celling.

Hope Georgia was tbe first to regain
her voice.
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"Olf. Mra. dpaugier." she ejaculated,
"you are very kind to marry father,
but- "-

"What's thatr exclaimed tha ana.
tor. roused from his thoughts by his
youngest daughter's wcrda and thrust-lu- g

himself forward.
Mrs. Spaugler laid her hand ou bis

arm.
"Oh, senator. 1 hsva lust tui.i

dear girls that you bud asked me to
marry you that we were soon to I

married," she said archly, lot king hi in
itraignt In tbe eye. She climrwl
hands and murmured. "I am so b.ip--
pyr

(Continued next week.)
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